
December was a busy month for quite a few with the
Toogoolawah Christmas Market stall and the Esk Choir
Christmas Concert featuring yours truly with three other SASI
members performing with the Somerset Tappers. Not
pictured with the SASI Somerset Tappers are Isla Gillinder,
Helene Hawes and Patti Jaenke (our trainer and teacher).
Patti coaches the ladies at the Somerset Civic Centre on
Tuesday afternoons for the love of dance and the joy it brings
the ladies bringing fitness and new skills. Most members of
the troupe had never performed tap dancing on stage. The
audience received the dancers enthusiastically which made
their achievement more thrilling.
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Supporting the arts and artists in the Somerset Region SE Qld

The SASI Welcome to the New Year will be on the 17th of January at the Esk Grand Hotel.
Partners welcome. The full invitation appears further into the newsletter. It will be great to see
everyone again after the Festive Season is over and talk about plans and ideas for 2025.

The Environment Biennial is well under way with most artists finished and ready for the
February opening. This has been a fantastic training venture giving the involved Somerset
Artists a more professional scope with which to deliver their artwork. The artists involved were
Naomi McKenzie, Shirley Gregor, Jim Filmer, Cassandra Hodgkins and me. Professional artists
were sourced and delivered workshops to build knowledge of how to develop concepts personal
to each artist. Added to this, artist statements and biography were also discussed and further
developed. The Condensery has done extremely well involving local Somerset Artists in both the
Everyday Drawing Project held earlier in the year and the inaugural Environment Biennial. 

Artworks for the Mother’s Day Exhibition at Open Door Lowood are to be delivered to the gallery
on Wednesday, 16 March. This will be an excellent time for families to find gifts for the fabulous
mothers in the community.

Viewing past newsletters there is a certain busyness indicating a unique and vibrant artist
energy and scene in our community. Well done to all those who initiate, contribute, participate
and enjoy. To all Somerset Artists and supporters, here’s to a very Happy, Creative and Bright
New Year!

Sandi 
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Importantly, the concert was a combination of the
Performing and Visual Arts in its entirety. Our two fabulous
artists and SASI Committee members Shirley Gregor and

Shirley Gregor, 'Salut D'Amour' Nikki Douthwaite, ‘Do You See What I See’

Somerset Tappers: Andrea
Oxenford, Sandi Hook, Betty
Williams and Joanne Hegney

Nikki Douthwaite highlighted and promoted SASI by painting artworks inspired by the
performances. These two works were auctioned providing public engagement. It was a fast
and furious event and shows the respect the audience members have for Somerset Artists. 

SASI Workshops
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To Apply Visit  
https://thecondensery

.com.au/about/get-
involved/
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Join SASI Photography Group 
Contact Phil Lister Email plphotographix@gmail.com
If  anyone would l ike to join the Photography Group or has
questions about photography in general,  please contact Phil

Join the Mount Beppo Artists - Contact: Gwen 0437 197 381
Meeting on Wednesday mornings from 9am until  1pm at
Mount Beppo Community Hall ,  916 Mount Beppo Rd,
Mount Beppo QLD. New members warmly welcomed. 

Join SASI - https://www.sasiart.com.au/memberships
SASI Members are active in supporting the arts and artists
in SE Qld.  Members enjoy free exhibition curation at Glen
Rock Gallery Esk,  discounted or free workshops,
participation in SASI Members Market Stalls and a
monthly email  newsletter.   

Join a Group 
Contacts 

Esk Glen Rock Stitchers Lynne Robson Ph 07 5424 1382
The Glen Rock Stitchers meet every Thursday in air-
conditioned comfort at the Anglican Hall ,  Ipswich Street,
Esk.  They sew and share ideas and knowledge amongst
friends with this common interest.  

Join the Esk Visitor Information Centre Tourism Volunteers
Contact Carole Labram mail@somerset.qld.gov.au
 To Apply visit  Volunteer |  Experience Somerset

Join the Fernvale Artists - Contact Sue White 0407 072 926
The Fernvale Artists meet on Thursdays 9.30am - 12.30pm
at the Fernvale Community Hall  in Banks Creek Road,
Fernvale,  or at the Lowood Open Door Gallery.  Anyone in
the local  area is  welcome to join them, or just to visit .  

Become a Gallery Ambassador at The Condensery 
Contact email: mail@somerset.qld.gov.au
Supporting the arts and regional tourism 

Click on the LOGO to
visit  The Fernvale

Artists  Facebook page

Click on the LOGO to
visit  the SASI

Website

Join SASI Groups 

For more info 
Click on the

Camera to visit  
SASI Photography

Group page 

For more info Click  
the photo to visit  

SASI website Groups
page

Join Somerset Regional Council Volunteers 

Join a Somerset Group 
https://www.somerse
t.qld.gov.au/somerset

-arts-culture-
directory

Somerset Arts and Culture Directory
A Somerset Regional Council  Init iative supporting the arts
and regional tourism 

Join SASI MUSOS
Contact Andrea Oxenford 0459 031 895
SASI Musos wil l  meet on Monday mornings from 9am until  12
noon at St Agnes Anglican Hall ,  Ipswich St,  Esk,  starting on 3
February 2024. Players of al l  instruments are welcome at this
friendly weekly session.

For more info 
Click on the

MUSOS Logo
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GALLERIES 

   Glen Rock Gal lery 
    Fr iday  3rd  January  to  Wednesday  5th  February  2025
    A  Wi ld  Embrace  -  N ikk i  Douthwai te  

   Lowood Gal lery     
    Aaron  Heck ' s  H is tory  o f  Lowood a  photograph ic  exh ib i t ion
    18th  January  t i l l  Saturday  25th  ` January

    Mt  Beppo  Art i s ts  Group  exh ib i t ion  f rom 1st  February

   The Condensery
    23  November  2024 –  2  February  2025
    Main  Ga l lery
    Mo iyum Wungumbi l  Mugerra  Bu l longa  
    In  the  Bomb She l ter
    余白の美 :  Yohaku  no  b i  ( the  beauty  o f  empty  space)

WORKSHOPS     
   The Condensery
    16  and  17  January  2025 |  10am – 12pm
    K IDS POETRY WORKSHOPS wi th  Don i ta  Bundy

   at  Lowood Open Door Gal lery
   Sunday  19  January  12 :30 -  2pm
   K ids  C lay  Workshop  -  Ga i  Edmonds

   Saturday  1  February  2025 12 :30 -  2 :30pm
   F lora l  Impress ions  in  Waterco lour  -  Sue  Howard  and  Susan  Wel l ingham

   Saturday  22 February  10am -  2pm
   Res in  Workshop  -  Karen  Leahy

   Sunday  2  March  10am-1pm
   Co lour  Mix ing  wi th  Mar i ta  Reyno lds

   Saturday  8  March  and  Sunday  9  March  1pm -  3pm
   Ch ina  Pa int ing  wi th  Gay  Edmonds  

   Saturday  17  May  1pm -  5pm
   P lant  Pr int  Dye ing  on  Paper  wi th  Cassandra  Hodg ins
    
EVENTS
       
   SASI 's  Welcome in the New Year Lunch -  Partners Welcome
   F r iday  17  January  2025 11 :30am for  12  noon  
   Grand  Hote l  Esk  RSVP 15  Jan  Secretary@sas iar t .com.au  

   Exhibit ion Opening 
   Saturday  11  January  11am -  12
   G len  Rock  Ga l lery  Meet  the  Art i s t  -  N ikk i  Douthwai te  noon  

   Musician 's  meetup 
   Mondays  f rom 3rd  Feb  2025 9am -  12  noon
   SASI  Musos  sess ions  at  St  Agnes  Ha l l  Esk .  A l l  mus ic ians  are  we lcome.
  
OTHER
      
   Next  SASI  committee  meet ing  SASI  Genera l  Meet ing  Fr iday  15  February  9 :45am for  10am star t  
    S t  Agnes  Ha l l ,  Esk  

   Reg is t rat ions  open  for  Smal l  I s  Beaut i fu l  Compet i t ion  & Exh ib i t ion
   9am Tuesday  1  Apr i l  2025 ht tps : //www.sas iar t .com.au/entry- form

Contact: SASI Newsletter  newsletter@sasiart.com.au PAGE 3
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What's on and What's coming up

https://thecondensery.com.au/lionel-fogarty-new-paintings/
https://thecondensery.com.au/%e4%bd%99%e7%99%bd%e3%81%ae%e7%be%8e-yohaku-no-bi-the-beauty-of-empty-space/
https://thecondensery.com.au/kids-poetry-workshops/
mailto:Secretary@sasiart.com.au
https://www.sasiart.com.au/entry-form


Glen Rock Gallery Curators
Jan Godfrey, Sue Howard, Betty Williams,

Gwen Litfin. 

In The Display Cabinets
 at Glen Rock

 

LOCAL ARTISTS
Coal  Creek Pot tary

Exquis i te  Cards and Gi f ts

‘A Wild Embrace’
3RD JANUARY -  ?ST  FEBRUARY

Exhibit at Glen Rock! -Contact: Janine Godfrey
glenrockgallery@sasiart.com.au
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What's Up
at Glen Rock

Glen Rock Gallery
ESK VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE 82 IPSWICH STREET ,  ESK ,  QLD 4312        

OPEN TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 9-4PM     SATURDAY 10-2PM
CLOSED SUNDAY,  MONDAYS THE FIRST THURSDAY MONTHLY AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

View the ful l  exhibit ion at  Glen Rock Gal lery ,   Esk Vis i tor Information
Centre 82 Ipswich Street ,  Esk,  QLD 4312 Tues-Fr i  9-4 Saturday:  10-2 

Immerse yoursel f  in  the v ibrant  wor ld of  my colourful  take on some of
the beaut i fu l  beasts that  roam our wor ld.  Please take the t ime to meet
me on the 11th of  January f rom 11am unt i l  noon!

What's Coming
 to Glen Rock Gallery 

A Wild
Embrace

FRI  3RD JAN -  ?ST FEB

supported by SASI and Somerset Regional Council

CLICK to EXPLORE 
Glen Rock Gallery online

Nikki Douthwaite

FEBRUARY
Alan Bel l  Canned Art

MARCH
SASI  Members Exhibi t ion

APRIL
Char lot te  Sybenga

Meet The Artist
1 1  JANUARY 11AM -  12PM

https://www.sasiart.com.au/glen-rock-gallery
https://www.sasiart.com.au/glen-rock-gallery
https://www.sasiart.com.au/glen-rock-gallery
https://www.sasiart.com.au/glen-rock-gallery
https://www.sasiart.com.au/glen-rock-gallery


Lowood Open Door Gallery
RAILWAY STREET,  LOWOOD, QLD 4311       

THUR 9:30AM -  12:30PM   SAT/SUN 9:30AM -  2PM       

Happy Creat ive New Year ,  Lowood Open Door  Gal lery  have been busy p lanning for  an
excit ing  2025,  p lease see a  l i s t  our  2025 Exhibit ions,  later  in  th is  newsletter .  Aaron’s
Local  History  Exhibit ion cont inues  at  the gal lery  f rom 18th January  t i l l  Saturday 25th
`January,  2025.This  exhibit ion was previous ly  on in  2020,  however  due to  Covid  wasn’t
v iewed to i ts  fu l l  potent ia l .  Back by popular  demand,  take a  tr ip  down memory lane to
see the local  area as  i t  was  in  t imes gone by.  A  tr ip  of  nosta lg ia  looking back at  where a
part  of  the Somerset  Region began.  
We ended the Lowood Open Door  Gal lery  workshops in  2024 on a  very  colourful  note with
Cassandra Hodgins’s  ‘Beginners  Pastel  Workshop’ .  (See attached image of  the works  in
progress) .

Looking for  something to  do and stay  out  of  the heat ,  in  February,  we wi l l  be welcoming
our  fr iends the Mt Beppo Art ists  with their  Exhibit ion.  Susan and Sue’s  watercolour
workshop wi l l  be g iv ing a  k ick  start  to  the exhibit ion on Saturday the 1st  of  February.
Bookings  are  essent ia l  contact  Sue Howard on 0499 700 208.  (P lease see attached image
with detai ls ) .

Lowood Open Door  Gal lery  a lso has  a  new Summer/Autumn workshop l i s t  for  you to
peruse and see i f  there is  anything of  interest .  Gai  Edmonds wi l l  be jo in ing us  with a  new
addit ion of  K id’s  C lay  in  January  and Adult  China Paint ing in  March.  Bookings  essent ia l
p lease see the l i s t  of  a l l  our  workshops with a l l  deta i ls  in  the workshop sect ion of  th is
newsletter .
P lease note the Lowood Open Door  Gal lery  wi l l  be shut  for  Chr istmas from December 19th
2024 and reopening on Saturday 18th January  2025.
Just  a  reminder  we have our  Mother’s  Day Theme exhibit ion coming up in  Apr i l  and inv i te
al l  art ists  who would l ike  to  p lace their  artwork in  th is  exhibit ion for  sa le  to  contact  us
on the fo l lowing emai l .  P lease note Lowood Open Door  Gal lery  do take a  15% commiss ion
of  the sa le  pr ice.  I f  you are interested in  d isplay ing and sel l ing  your  art  dur ing th is
exhibit ion,  p lease not i fy  us  on lowoodopendoorgal lery@gmai l .com so we can forward you
a contract  informing you of  our  gal lery ’s  terms and condit ions.  (see advert  later  in  th is
newsletter)

P lease note that  the Lowood L ion’s  C lub are a lso opening the L ion’s  Den another  great
space to  hold workshops.  I f  there are  any SASI  members  who are interested in  doing
workshops in  2025,  p lease contact  Karen Leahy on 0402 217 912 for  further  information.
Weekend and Weekdays  avai labi l i ty  see advert  for  further  info.

Stay  creat ive,
Marita  Reynolds  

Lowood Gallery Contact 
, Marita Reynolds: 0425 735 581 Email: lowoodopendoorgallery@gmail.com 
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A Lowood Lions Project

What's Coming
 to Open Door Gallery 

FEBRUARY
Mixed Media

Mt Beppo Art is t t

MARCH
Text i le  Art

Dar l ing Downs
Fibre Arts  Group

APRIL
2D or  3D

Mothers Day Theme

mailto:lowoodopendoorgallery@gmail.com
mailto:lowoodopendoorgallery@gmail.com


Lowood Gallery Contact 
, Marita Reynolds: 0425 735 581 Email: lowoodopendoorgallery@gmail.com 
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Lowood Open Door Gallery
RAILWAY STREET,  LOWOOD, QLD 4311       

THUR 9:30AM -  12:30PM   SAT/SUN 9:30AM -  2PM       

A Lowood Lions Project

In The Cabinets
 at Lowood 

mailto:lowoodopendoorgallery@gmail.com


Contact Email thecondensery@somerset.qld.gov.au PAGE 7

What's Up
at the Condensery

 

The Condensery
29 FACTORY ROAD TOOGOOLAWAH QLD 4313

WED TO SUN 10AM – 4PM  CLOSED PUBLIC HOLIDAYS.  
      

Somerset Regional Art Gallery

EXPLORE
 The Condensery Website 

CLICK to EXPLORE
https://thecondensery.com.au/

Condensery Gallery Manager Madeline Brewer mail@somerset.qld.gov.au or

 

MOIYUM WUNGUMBIL MUGERRA BULLONGA
LIONEL FOGARTY
23 November – 2 February

Lionel  Fogarty s ince the ear ly  2000s has been creat ing ‘poem
paint ings’ ,  where v iewers are immersed in the language wr i t ten by his
own hand,  rather  than by the mechanical  typeset  of  publ ishing.  
This exhibi t ion Moiyum wungumbi l  mugerra bul longa features new
paint ings that  connect  to Lionel  Fogarty ’s  longstanding commitment  to
the l iberat ion of  voice,  f ight ing back against  colonial ism and
strengthening languages that  have been pressured by set t ler
l inguist ics.  

This exhibi t ion t i t le  t ranslates to ‘water l i ly  whist le  thunder yours’  in
Yugambeh language,  wi th the paint ings displayed suggest ing new and
generat ive ways of  reading poetry across cul tural  spaces.  Moiyum
wungumbi l  mugerra bul longa in th is  way aims to both br idge and
disrupt  speech,  wr i t ing and the v isual  image.

MOIYUM WUNGUMBIL
MUGERRA BULLONGA BY

LIONEL FOGARTY &
余白の美: YOHAKU NO BI (THE
BEAUTY OF EMPTY SPACE) BY  

ELYSHA REI

23 NOVEMBER – 2  FEBRUARY

余白の美 :  YOHAKU NO BI (THE BEAUTY OF
EMPTY SPACE)
ELYSHA REI
23 November – 2 February

In  余白の美 :  Yohaku no bi  ( the beauty of  empty space) Japanese
Austral ian art is t ,  Elysha Rei  uses hand cut  paper and pr inciples of
Japanese garden design to explore t ranscul tural  ident i ty,  fami ly
history and the s i lent  narrat ives of  Japanese-Austral ian migrat ion
exper ience.  

Drawing upon ancestral  connect ions to Tea Master  Katagir i  Sekishu,
who used tea ceremony as a set t ing for  d iplomat ic  discussions
between Samurai  and enemy generals,  as wel l  as the oral  h istor ies of
Rei ’s  Japanese war br ide grandmother and Austral ian soldier
grandfather,  余白の美 :  Yohaku no bi  ( the beauty of  empty space)
honours the gesture of  peace and diplomacy between two former
enemies – Austral ia  and Japan.  

Located in The Condensery’s  Bomb Shel ter ,  a  space histor ical ly  used
to protect  and store archives dur ing World War I I ,  Rei ’s  paper cut t ing
pract ice of  18 years is  g iven new context  to consider  the role of  paper
in archival  processes,  intergenerat ional  legacies of  racial  tension and
the complexi t ies of  d iaspor ic  ident i ty.   

KIDS POETRY WORKSHOPS
WITH DONITA BUNDY

16 AND 17 JANUARY 2025
 10AM – 12PM

https://thecondensery.com.au/
https://thecondensery.com.au/
mailto:thecondensery@somerset.qld.gov.au
https://thecondensery.com.au/kids-poetry-workshops/


Art Workshops 
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  To recommend a Workshop with a
particular tutor and/or in a specific

media

Contact: SASI Art Workshop
Coordinator: Sarah-Jane Charlier

 workshop@sasiart.com.au

Artists are most welcome to
apply to present a workshop

 

Workshop Contact - workshop@sasiart.com.au

for the Somerset Community

The Results from the recent Workshops survey are in.  
It seems the preferred workshop is for painting. Either watercolours or
acrylic.

There were some other suggestions which I would love to look into, for
the new year we will look at a painting workshop. I am currently overseas
but will be back in February refreshed and looking forward to an exciting
2025.

Happy Christmas and New Year to you all
Sarah

SASI Workshop Survey

Jan-May Lowood Workshops
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Group Chat
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Group Chat

Mount Beppo Art Group
The Mt Beppo artists will be enjoying the first Glen Rock Gallery exhibition for 2025
on Saturday 11 January at 11am to Meet the Artist - Nikki Douthwaite. 

The Mt Beppo monthly artists challenge commences in January with One Line
drawing - any subject. The artists will return to Mt Beppo Hall on Wednesday 5
February 2025. The challenge for February is Paint a piece of fruit.  

Mt Beppo artists are excited to be exhibiting their art at Lowood Open Door
Gallery in February 2025. 
Information for the artists: 
Artwork Delivery: Wed 29 January at Lowood Open Door Gallery 45 Railway St,
Lowood QLD 4311.
 Artwork Collection Day Sunday 23 February 2025 
Please contact Gwen or Shirley for assistance with delivery and collection. Shirley:
secretary@sasiart.com.au Gwen: gwenethlitfin@gmail.com  

Wishing you all the best for the new year.

mailto:secretary@sasiart.com.au
mailto:gwenethlitfin@gmail.com
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Group Chat

SASI MUSOS 
New SASI group for musicians starting in February
Do you play an instrument? (or do you know someone who does?)
Would you like to play with other musos in a safe supportive environment?
The Somerset Art Society Inc. (SASI) are starting a new SASI group - SASI Musos – a
weekly session for musicians who are wanting to collaborate (play along) with other
musos and/or are looking for an opportunity to perform in a positive and supportive
environment. Music for each week’s session will be provided, including lyrics with
chords, melody and harmony lines. Transposed music for non-C instruments will also
be available. A new song will be added to our repertoire each week. All instruments
welcome!
WHEN: Monday 9am – 12noon (starting February 3)
WHERE: St Agnes Hall, Esk
COST: $5 per session (first session free)
BYO instrument and music stand (if you have one)

Weekly session programme:
Welcome and set up (attendance sign on/add to the song suggestion book)
Latest addition (Play our latest song together)
Old favourites (Play through some of our repertoire)
Break for morning tea
White board walk-ups (Volunteered performances)
New number (Run through the song for next week’s meeting)
Musical Lucky Dip (Volunteered names placed in hat and drawn out in pairs. Duos
to perform song of their own choice at next week’s White board walk-ups)



Recommended by Members

 Dedicated to members, for members, from members.

SASI Members Page 
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Ipswich Art Society
Saturday Morning Casual Painting
SECOND SATURDAY of each MONTH  9.00AM TO 1.00PM

The Old Court House (Ginn street rear entrance) cnr
East and Roderick Streets , Ipswich.

Come along to our Untutored Art Group held at the Old
Ipswich Courthouse to enjoy some quality time and

share ideas and interact with other artists.

Cost: $5.00 for Members and $10 for non members
with 'join on arrival' facility. 

Coffee/tea is provided , bring your lunch.

Riot Art and Craft Stores
are now stocking 

quality artist supplies 
https://riotstores.com.au

SASI appreciates the support of Esk Fruit Shop for displaying SASI brochures and our
Glen Rock Gallery posters.  

mailto:newsletter@sasiart.com.au
https://riotstores.com.au/

